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75755 I fat down to compoſe the following 

diſcourſe, I had no intention of making it pub- 
lic. I conſidered the ſeveral events, which had lately 
taken place, and followed the train of ideas, to which 
my refleftions gave birth. Many of my congregation, 


who were preſent on the thankſgiving-day, requeſted 


that the ſermon they had heard might be publiſhed 
as they conceived, it contained ſome remarks, whi 2 
would be uſe ful in the preſent ſeaſon. I bad ſeve- 
ral times withſtood ſolicitations of the ſame kind ; 
and, even now, I did not comply without much "WA . 
zation and reluctance. But it is pofſible, that ſome of 
my friends and neighbours, who would not attend 
0 a more elaborate treatiſe, may be induced from 
motives of curioſity or attachment to. peruſe the fol- 
lowing ſermon. © And ſhould any other perſon caſt 
their eyes over theſe pages, I truſt, they will make 
allowance for the defects of a plain diſcour/e, written. 
for a popular audience, and without any view to 
Publication. I muſt confeſs, however, that I am 
not ſorry to embrace this opportunity of giving my 
Public teflimony to the truths, which I have taken 
| great pains to inculcate on my congregation, and to 
which I firmly believe they are in genexal me 
f cordially atiached, 


T. P: 


SERMON, Kc. 


evit Pall, 42 43, v. 


The righteous ſhall ſee it and rejoice; and all ini. 
quity ſhall flop her mouth: Whoſe is wife and will 
#b/erve theſe things, even they Hall underfiand the 
loving . of the Lord: 


0 TAND ſtili,“ faid Moſes to the children of 
Iſrael, © and ſee the falvation of the Lord.” 
You remember, what have been our feelings for 
ſeveral years paſt. We have ſeen the ungodly tri- 
umph, and like an irreſiſtible torrent, beat down 
all oppoſition ; we have heard their proud boaſt- 
ing: we have been alarmed for our ſafety : we 
have ſeen evety thihg at ſtake, which is dear to us 
as men and as chriſtians : and fometimes we have 
been ready to faint, to hang out harps upon the 
willows, and to ſay with him of old, Hath the 
* Lord forgotten to be gracious ? 1 when the ſea- 
ſon of adverſity is of long continuance, we oſten 
loſe our patience, and cannot wait with calm re- 
fignation to ſee what will be the final iſſue of 
. . God's 
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God's dealings with us. We have now, how-. 
ever, reaſon to contemplate the change, which 
has taken place in our affairs, ſince, the opening 
of the preſent year. Certainly the moſt cool and 
prudent men were not without their apprehenſi- 
ons; and the diſcoveries, which have been made in 
Ireland, prove that our fears were not groundleſs. 
But how quickly has the cloud diſperſed, and the 
ſun of our proſperity again ſnone upon us! 
bleſſed be Almighty God for theſe mercies! and 
bleſſed be his holy name, that he hath put it in- 
to the heart of our ſovereign to call us together 
this 4 to render him our united praiſes. 


Ir you read the plalm, from which my text is 
taken, you will find it relates to the various changes, 
which occur in human affairs. Sometimes men 
are exalted by proſperity and plenty, and then di- 
; miniſhed and brought low through oppreſſion, af- 
flliction, and ſorrow. Sometimes contempt is pour- 
ed upon princes, cities are depopulated, and their 
inhabitants made to wander out of their way in 
the ſolitary wilderneſs. Yet, notwithſtanding theſe 
ſeeming irregularities, the plahniſt leads our minds 
to the contemplation of a ſuperintending provi- 


2 dence, which ſhall finally cauſe the righteous to 


rejoice, and all iniquity to ſtop her mouth, Then 
follows the latter verſe of my text; © whoſo is wiſe 
«and will obſerve theſe things, even they ſhall 
3% Sg 8 agent the loving kindneſs of the Lord. by 


: 244 grant that the judgments of God are a great 
* deep. and that clouds and darkneſs are round about 
him, yet ſtill I contend, that we may find the 
nas of a righteous government begun on 
earth, 


LSU 
earth, and that it is our duty with prudence and 
modeſty. to trace, if I may, ſo expreſs myſelf, the 
footſteps of God in the various events which take 
place. To give no attention to theſe things, is 
mentioned in ſcripture, as a mark of infidelity or 
wickedneſs. Thus it is ſaid of certain characters, 
that the harp and the viol, the tabret and the 
pipe, are in their feaſts, but they regard not the 
« work of the Lord, nor rs the operatic ions of 
« his hands. i > 3 f 


The obſcurity of the ſubject ought not to o pre- 
clude our inveſtigations, for an humble mind will 
undoubtedly obtain ſufficient light to direct its 
inquiries. We all percelve and confeſs, that the 
difficulties which we find in the performance of 
our duty, and the temptations, with which we are 
ſurrounded, are intended to operate as ſo many 
trials of our ſincerity : and I apprehend the dif- 
ficulties, connected with religion and the moral 
government of God over this world, are per- 
mitted'to exerciſe our faith, and to be the teſts of 
the fairneſs and integrity of our minds, It be- 
comes me, my brethren, to call your attention to 
the providence of God, and 1 truſt you will give 
me a patient hearing. 


iſt. Whilſt I point out ſeveral rs which 
demand our obſervation. 


2d. Conſider the loving kindneſs of God maniſeſt- 
ed to us in the late occurrences, and conclude with 
ſome remarks. 


iſt. I call upon you to conſider the effects of infi- 


delity and irreligion upon the moral character of a 
nation, FT Ir 


LS 4 

{+ is well known, that for theſe many years paſt 
great pains have been taken to ſow the ſeeds of 
profaneneſs and atheiſm through the -whole king- 
dom of France. We are aftoniſhed at the im- 
menſe labour, to which theſe champions of infide- 
lity ſubmitted, in order to pervert the minds of the 
people, labour, which might have done honour to 
better cauſe, and which may well put us to the 
bluſh, who ſhew fo little zeal for the intereſts" 
of Chriſt's kingdom.“ I ſhall not waſte yout 
time in exhibiting the various frauds, conſpiracies, 
and artifices, which they uſed to effect their helliſh 
purpoſe ; not ſhall I wound your ears with relat- 
ing the horrible blaſphemies they uttered againſt 
God and againſt Chriſt: It is better, that theſe 
things ſhould be buried in everlaſting filence, or 
remembered only as a warning, and to ſhew into 
| What depth of wickedneſs mankind will ſink, when 
they have hardened themſelves againſt God, and are 
given up to the delufion of a benighted mind. 


Ir may be obſerved of fultions as wells of i in- 
dividuals; that they do not all at once become fia- 
gitiouſſy wicked. There are certain ſteps and de- 
grees, which muſt be paſſed, certain reſtraints of 
conſcience and religion, which muft be broken 
through, before they ruſh into the moſt flagrant 


* See the works of the late King of Pruſſia, in which are 
contained various letters, that paſſed between this famous Prince 
and Voltaire, D'Alembert, Diderot, &c. The fulſome flat- 
tery, which theſe men beſtow on each other, may poſhbly make 
us ſmile, whilſt their horrid Naſphemics fill us with indigna- 
tion and horror. | 


E441 
and unprovoked enormities. It has taken many 


years to difſeminate thoſe pernicious ſeeds, which 


have produced ſuch an harveſt of wickedneſs in a 
neighpouring kingdom, One evil made way for 
another, till the whole head became ſick, and the 
whole heart faint. We have learned by awful ex- 
perience, that all the ſanctions of religion, all the 


terrors of death and judgment, are inſufficient to 


reſtrain men within the bounds of decency ; what 
then muſt we expect, if thoſe reſtraints are remov- 
ed, and vicious perſons left to the full power of 
their own corruptions, unawed by the fear of God, 


or future puniſhment? The lower claſſes of ſo- 
ciety eſpecially are not bound to their duty by the 


laws of honour and the ties of character and re- 


putation, which have ſuch influence with men of 


ſuperior fortune and education; and if the induſ- 
trious part of a community, on whom its ſafety 
and happineſs ultimately depend, are given up to 
unreſtrained diſſoluteneſs of manners, we have no- 
thing to look for but univerſal anarchy and con- 
fuſion. Hence the viſeſt legiſlators in every age 
have found it neceſſary to make religion che baſis 
of their laws and government. 


Tm are the things I call on you to ponder. 


They are not airy ſpeculations. An awful inſtance 
has been given you of the effects of irreligion, an in- 
ſtance, which will make eyery wiſe man tremble 
at the name of infidelity, 


Ir is true, we have been amuſed for this long 
time, with Various predictions of the future hap- 
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pineſs and glory of France, and have been led to 
expect the coming of a golden age, when nations 


mould beat their ſwords into plough-ſhares, and 
their ſpears into pruning-hooks, and learn the arts 
of war no more. I pretend not to greater pene- 


tration than other men; for in ſo plain a caſe no 


great penetration is required ; but you may poſſibly 


remember, that in one of the firſt diſcourſes, which 


I was called upon to preach on theſe public oc- 
caſions, I obſerved, that I never expected to ſee 


thoſe halcyon days, which were foretold with ſo 


much confidence; that I ſhould as ſoon expect the 


bramble would bear grapes, as that the ſeeds of 


_ atheiſm ſhould produce the fruits of righteouſneſs. 
We have now. had time to mark the event : ſeveral 
years have elapſed ſince that period, and I am ſure 
our fears have beenNully verified. It is granted, 

that thofe cruelties are not now exerciſed in France, 
which then diſgraced that ill-fated land, Some of 
thoſe atrocious deeds cannot now be repeated. 

They have no amiable King to murder ; no Queen 
and Princeſs to lead with inſult and triumph to 
the bloody ſcaffold; no nobles to baniſh and guil- 
lotine. The ſtreets of Paris no longer flow with 
the blood of the unhappy citizens. The reign of 
terror, we are told, is ended. But is the reign of 
perfidy, of bribery, of cruelty ended ? I need not 
relate to you the occurrences of theſe few laſt months. 


The fate of Venice, and the hiſtory of the Ame-. 


rican ambaſſadors are well known; and we have 
all, I believe, felt a diſpoſition to ſympathize with 
the unhappy Cantons of Switzerland. Their na- 
tive mountains have been unable to afford a re- 


fuge 


— 


1 
fuge to theſe unfortunate men. They have ſeen 
their country laid waſte; their cities deſtroyed, their 
ſons ſlain with the ſword, and their property torn 
from them by. the hands of mercileſs violence. 
And though. our attention is more deeply inte- 
reſted, and our feelings more deeply wounded, 
when we hear the peculiar circumſtances, that 
fill the mournful tale of a ſuffering individual; 
yet our reaſon tells us, that no calamities are to 
be compared with the deſolations of war. 


I have not indeed mentioned theſe things, be- 
cauſe you are unacquainted with them; but J 
call on you to obſerve them; to conſider the 
cauſe, whence they proceed. See the natural con- 
ſequences of itreligion and atheiſm on the moral 
character of a nation. Here 1s an example before 
our eyes never to be forgotten. Let infidelity ſtop 
her mouth : let her be confounded : let her fit 
down in the duſt : and let the man, who would 
propagate opinions, ſo hurtful to his country, be 
aſhamed to ſhew his face in civil ſociety. 


Con SIDER your families; look upon your ſervants. 
Would you wiſh them to imbibe theſe principles, 
and, inſtead of ſerving you with faithfulneſs, and 
integrity, to become your betrayers and murder- 
ers? Look upon your children, whom you love. 
Would you with to inſtil ,into their minds thoſe 
pernicious doctrines, which would turn their hearts 
from God, and fill them with pride and cruelty ? 
It would be better to follow them to an untimely 
grave, than to ſee them at enmity with God, and 
B riſing 


4 W-] 1 
riſing up in rebellion againſt their king. If then 
you have any regard for your country's good, if 
you ever felt one ſpark of love to your Maker, 
liſten to the voice of inſtruction, which ſounds ſo 
loudly from theſe events. Attend to family re- 
ligion ; endeavour to make your Sons and Daugt- 
ters reverence their bibles, reverence the ſabbath, 
and confeſs the God, who made them, and the Sa- 
viour, who bought them with his own blood. I 
ſay there never was a time, in which we were 
ſo much called upon to ſhew ourſelves the friends 
of religion; and thoſe perſons who in preſent 
circumſtances can neglect the church, or ſet an 
example of irreligion to their families muſt make 
no pretenſions either to the love of God or to 
the love of their country. 


SHOULD tt be objected to thefe obfervations that 
the chriſtian religion has given riſe to bitter perſe- 
cutions, and been the cauſe of various miſeries, I 
anſwer that the beſt inſtitutions may be abuſed by 
the perverſe paſſions of mankind, There is a natural 
tendency” in the principles of infidelity to produce 
vice, but I defy you to ſhew any ſuch tendency 
in the doctrines or precepts of Jeſus Chriſt. Who 
rejects the healing influence of medicine, becauſe 
ſome unſkilful Practitioners have killed their pati- 

ents by an improper application of its powers ? 


Turk are perfons, I know full well, who, in 
the view of all theſe miferies, conſole themſelves 
with the idea that the Almighty is making way 
for the more general ſpread of his goſpel, and will 

finally - 


— 


— 
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finally educe good out of this maſs of wicked- 
neſs. Some writers have even gone ſo far as to 
affirm, that in oppoſing our enemies, we are fight- 


ing againſt God. Let me aſk, Who of the ſons of 


men can know what purpoſes the Almighty has to 
fulfil ? But this we know, that it is our duty to op- 
poſe both natural and moral evil. I may fear it is 
the deſign of God that an enemy ſhould deſtroy 
this land; but unleſs I have an expreſs revelation 
© deter me, I am bound by every principle of 
religion and conſcience, to reſiſt his progreſs. 


As I have called on you to obſerve the effects 
of irreligion upon the moral character of a na- 
tion, I now call on you to conſider its effects 
upon the happineſs of a nation. 


Ir is allowed, that individuals are reſerved for 
rewards and puniſhments in a future ſtate ; but 


as nations have no exiſtence in another world in 
their aggregate capacity; they are generally re- 


warded or puniſhed here. 1 dare not-flatter our 
kingdom. Alas, we have many evils to deplore : 
in every place our ſwearing, lewdneſs and religion 
teſtify againſt us, and proclaim our fin as Sodom. 
But we have not, as a nation, renounced our al- 
legiance to God, ſet aſide his ſabbaths and denied 
the goſpel of his Son. I know from good au- 
thority, that our Admiral Duncan was not aſham- 
ed to retire to his cabin, and implore the bleſſing 
of the Almighty, before he commenced an engage- 
ment, which has covered our country with renown ; 


nor was he aſhamed after his ſignal victory to 
B 2 aſſemble 


( 1 


aſſemble his ſailors and return public thanks 
to the God of battles, on whoſe arm he relied. 
And our brave Admiral of the Mie,“ whoſe name 
will ever bea terror to France, and the glory of 
Britain, has juſtly attributed his ſucceſs to the 
interpoſition of divine providence, Theſe are ex- 
amples never to be forgotten. May they be hand- 
ed down to every ſucceeding generation! May 
they fill every heart here with gratitude, and every 
tongue with praiſe! Our nation has not broken, 
its treaties; betrayed its faith; or inſolently and 
cruelly invaded other ſtates without cauſe and with- 
out warning. Our Commanders have not been 
guilty of the baſeſt hypocriſy, and profeſſed them- 
ſelves by turns, Atheiſts, Papiſts and Mahometans. 
There is a righteous God, who fitteth on the cir- 
cle of the Heavens. He hath made bare his arm 
in our defence ; he hath riſen and avenged our cauſe. 
To our worthineſs, however, we muſt attribute 


nothing x ; the praiſe is due to God. 


Tr may be objected, that our Enemies have ob- 
tained great victories, and ſpread the terror of their 
name 


* Since this ſermon was preached we learn from a journal 
which has appeared in the sun, that Admiral NELSON, the 
day after his engagement with the French, gave orders that pub- 
lic thanks ſhould be returned to Almighty God for this lignal vie- 
tory, on board all his ſhips in the fleet. Hence it appears, 
that the braveſt men are often the moſt religious: And it 
ſeems of importance to obſerve, chat our Admirals have placed 
the firmeſt dependance on the interference of that providence, 
which our enemies have rejetted and deſpiſed, If it be true, 
that BuoNAPARTE's army is totally deſtroyed, we cannot look | 
vpon ſuch an event as merely fortuitous, 
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name through the neighbouring flates. But per- 
mit me to obſerve, that in the very midſt of their 
2 che judgments of God were conſpicu- 


The period of their greateſt glory abroad, 


was marked with the greateſt miſery at home. 
Then the reign of terror was unbounded. Men, 
Women, and even innocent Children were led with- 
out mercy, and without trial to execution. No 


one had any ſecurity of life, or property, or his 


deareſt connexions. Would you envy a nation, 
however exalted by victory, which is ſinking thus 
low in miſery ? ſuch laurels are indeed ſtained 


with blood, and the ſhouts of ſuch victories drown- 


ed in the cnes of grief, lamentation and woe. 
And where are the Authors of theſe calamities ? 
Where are the Murderers of Lewis ? Where the 
Men, who plunged their country into this abyſs 
of miſery! O Lord, how righteous are thy judg- 


ments! Who ſhall not tremble before thee, and 


fear thy holy name ? They have fallen into the ſnare 
they laid for others, they have been cut off by the 
hand of the public executioner, baniſhed from the 


ſcene of their wretched triumphs, or come to ſome 


fearfiil end. Let the mouth of wickedneſs be 
ſtopped : let ſin ſhrink from the preſence of the 


Almighty, and hide itſelf in everlaſting darkneſs. 


Doubtleſs there is a reward for the Righteous : 
doubtleſs there is a God, that judgeth the earth. 


Wnar events may yet take place in theſe evil days 
is moſt uncertain, Our Adverſaries may long be 
permitted to ſcourge us for our ſins; yet I believe 
| in 
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in the end we ſhall ſee the ſalvation of our God. 
Already this great nation has been taught by foul 
defeat, that they are not invincible; and ſoon they 
may be made to lick the duſt, and confeſs the 
hand, that ſmites them. 


2d. I may call upon you to conſider the lov- 
ing kindneſs of God, manifeſted to us in theſe 
late events. Where am I to begin : ? The time 
would fail me to point out the various bleſſings we 
enjoy, and the various privileges we . poſſeſs above 
all Nations, which ever exiſted on the face of the 
earth.“ I ſhall confine our attention to recent 
OCCUITences, You remember, that, not long 
. fince a moſt formidable armament was ſent by our 
enemies to invade our ſiſter kingdom, and that it 
pleaſed the Almighty to blow with his wind, to 
ſcatter them, and to prevent them from ſetting a 
foot on our ſhore. - I believe there neyer was an 
event in which the hand of God was more gene- 
rally acknowledged ; but we did not then ſee all 
his loving kindneſs. We heard of the loyalty of 
the Irifþ ; we thought we could have confided in 
their courage and exertions; we even gave thanks 
in our public prayers for their attachment to our 
conſtitution. But late facts have ppened our eyes, 
We now know, that rebellious men were ready ta 
Join our enemies; and had not God interpoſed, 
and made the tempeſt our defence, as far as we 
can judge, Ireland would have been loſt. And 
then we ſhould have trembled for our ſafety : Our 
ſhores - 


* In the boaſted Republics of Greece and Rome, a great part 
che people were reduced to the moſt abject ſlate of llavery, 


1 

ſhores would have been expoſed to the invaſion of 
our enemies; and no one can ſay, where the miſ- 
chief would have ended. Let us admire the lov- 
ing kindneſs of the Lord. © Not unto us, net un- 
* to us, but unto thy name be all the praiſe !” 

It was not © our own arm that faved us, but 
thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light 
e of thy countenance, becauſe thou hadſt a favour 
te unto us.” And the late events in that unhappy 
country wilt further teſtify the loving kindneſs of 


the Lord. We are now informed by the report 


of the ſecret committee, that a plot was deeply laid 
to ſubvert the conſtitution of Ireland, and, I believe 
of England too, and that the Conſpirators intended to 
riſe in both nations on the ſame day. But it pleaſ- 
ed the Almighty to give our rulers wiſdom to detect 
the plan, before it was ripe for execution, and in 
the end to fruſtrate this horrid®attempt. Who can 
tell what we have eſcaped? And ſo narrow an eſcape 
demands our gratitude. Is there a man here, who 
can contemplate our preſent ſituation, and not feel 
his heart diſſolve in thankfulneſs and praiſe ? 


 ConsIDER what has happened to the nations around 


us engaged in this conteſt. © The ſword has gone 


through the land, and dire has been the cala- 
mity, which has fallen on the inhabitants. How 
many provinces have been laid waſte ? How many 
villages and cities deſtroyed ? How many peaceful 
citizens and their families reduced to beggary and 
want? God has ſent theſe evils near to us. Every 
day has brought news of murders, freſh cataſtro- 
phes and tales of woe. We have heard fo many 

narrations 


— 
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narrations of cruelties, that our feelings have grown 
callous. May God ever avert ſuch calamities from 
us ! But let us ſuppoſe, for a moment, that we 
had experienced them in our land, that we had 
beheld an enemy in our gates, that we had ſeen our 
Sons ſlain by the ſword in defence of their country, 
our Wives and Daughters fallen as hapleſs victims 
thro the hands of a lewd and licentious ſoldiery, 
our habitations in flames, our property plundered 
and deſtroyed. What horror would fill every 
breaſt! What dejection and ſadneſs would be paint- 
ed in every countenance ! The contraſt, which our 
ſituation affords, may well inſpire us with grati- 
tude and joy. Never was this kingdom exalted 
to ſo high a ſtate of dignity and honour. Whilft 
other nations have fallen before the inordinate am- 
bition of France, we alone have been enabled to 
ſtand the conteſt, Our fleets have been every 
where victorious, and out commerce is ſtil flour. 
iſhing. We ſeem to have been raiſed up by God 
for the defence of retigion, government, and order 
upon earth. Our religion and rights are preſerv- 
ed inviolate ; © our garners are filled with all man- 
« ner of ſtores; our oxen are ſtrong to labour; 
* and our cattle bring forth,” abundantly in the 
fields. © Happy are the pen that are in ſuch 
« a ſtate; yea, bleſſed are the people that have 
te the Lord for their God.” Let us conclude 
with a few remarks. | 


I. We may learn from what we have ſeen to be 
firmly attached to our government ; and here I 
addreſs myſelf to the lower claſſes of people. 


You 
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Loo have now had an opportunity of obſerv.. 


ing the little dependance, which is to be placed 


on the word of thoſe men, who promiſe you liber- 
ty and riches. The leaders of the Iriſb rebellion 
aſſured their deluded countrymen, that catholic 
_ emancipation, that is, the free exerciſe of their 
religion, was the object they had in view. But 
we now find, that they intended nothing leſs than 
the deſtruction of religion and the total ſubverſion 
of the conſtitution. , Thus they deceived theſe poor 
unfortunate perſons, and led them on to rebellion 
and murder, and to plunge their country into an 
abyſs of miſery—The French inform the Egyptians, 
that they are Mahometans, and are come on pur- 
poſe to deliver them from their tyrannical oppreſ- 
ſors. Thus by lies and frauds they. have decerved 


and enſlaved the nations around them. Never 


therefore liſten to thoſe people, who promiſe you 
riches and liberty, and would excite you to diſ- 
content and rebellion. Be aſſured they mean to 
impoſe on your credulity, and to make you- the 


inſtruments. of advancing their own unjuſt ambi- 


tion. When you conſider the events, which have 
occurred in Hreland and France, vou will fear 
to « meddle with — who are n to 


* change.” 


I would adviſe all perſons to remember, that 
they cannot (as ſome of our modern politicians 
pretend) pull down a conſtitution as they may an 


old building, and erect another in its place. 'They 


are no more able to reſtrain the madneſs of tht peo- 
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ple, than the fury of thetumultuous ocean, If 
once the conſtituted authorities be deſtroyed, the 
worſt men will naturally climb into -power, be- 
cauſe they will ſtick at no means, however atro- 
cious, to attain their end. I would ſpeak more 
on this ſubject, but I believe it is unneceſſary; for 
at length our eyes are opened, and we are con- 


vinced, that it is our duty and happineſs to obey 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake. 


2. We may learn to guard againſt pride and 
preſumptuous confidence. 


Am1Dsr all our triumphs, the conſideration, that 


- this dire conteſt is not yet ended, damps our joy. 


* How long ſhall we ſee the ſtandard, and hear 
© the ſound of trumpet?” When ſhall peace 
again viſit the troubled nations? 


We lament the deep corruption of human na- 
ture, that has made this earth little better than a 
great theatre, on which the bloody tragedy of war 
is perpetually exhibited. We lament that men 
formed for mutual comfort and ſupport in ſociety, 


| ſhould ſpend their hours in making inſtruments 


of deſtruction, and meet like wild beaſts to tear 
each other in pieces. Can we have a more ſtrik- 
ing proof, that we have loſt. that reſemblance to 
God, in which we were at firſt created? And 
when we conſider, how the riſing generation is 
educated in France, a thouſand gloomy fears ſug- 
geſt themſelves to our mind, and we can indulge 


no ſanguine expectation of a ſpeedy termination 


to our woes, Indeed the {ſtrange and unforeſeen 
| events, 


19 J 
events, which have filled all Europe with terror 
and aſtoniſhment, muſt cauſe us to rejoice with 
trembling. What change therefore may take place 
in our affairs, before we enjoy the bleſſing of peace, 


is among the ſecret things of God. Let I truſt 


we ſhall not ſee our country bleeding under the 
wounds of civil diſcord, nor given up into the 


hands of a furious enemy. But let us be humble. 


Humility is not only the ornament but the de- 


fence of a Chriſtian ; for * pride goeth before 


{© deſtruction, and an haughty ſpirit before a fall.” 
If we withdraw our confidence from the Almighty, 
and place it in an arm of fleſh, foul defeats will 
teach us, that, when God leaves us, our glory and 
ftrength are departed from us. It is our duty and 
intereſt to be daily and urgent in prayer that he would 
be our ſhield and protector. When we dwell under 
the defence of the Moſt High, and ſay of the Lord, 
He is our defence, there ſhall no evil befal us. 


3. And laſtly, We may learn to conduct our- 
ſelves in ſuch a manner as to ſecure the favour of 
God. | 


1 not the Lord ſay of us, as he did of Iſracl 
of old ; * This people draw near me with their 
mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but 
© have removed their heart far from me.” I may 
well aſk, to what purpoſe is your mecting together 
this day, and giving of public thanks to God, un- 
leſs you mean to acknowledge him in your lives 


and converſation ? The only way to enſure the con- 


tinuance of our bleſſings is to make a proper uſe of 
6&2 them, 
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them. The greateſt bleſſing is the goſpel of Chriſt, 
It is the pledge of all mercies, becauſe it ſhews 
us the way of peace and reconciliation with God; 
and binds us to his ſervice by the ſtrongeſt motives 
of gratitude and love. It is your wiſdom to make 


him your friend by the exerciſe of an humble faith 


in his Son, and to ſhew by a life of piety that you 
have not received his grace in vain. Surrounded 


as you are by the preſence of the Almighty, you : 


will never forget, that all your actions are open to 
his inſpection; and conſidering that the time is 
ſhort, and that you are conſtantly treading on the 
confines of eternity, you will eſteem it the part of 


prudence to be always prepared to meet your God. 


And whilſt you diligently uſe the means of improve- 
ment, you will remember, that it is his grace only, 
which can create a clean heart and .renew a right 

ſpirit within you.” | 


AnD if all Men in our nation were e thus to fear 
God, and honour the goſpel of his Son, what days 
of glory and proſperity would crown our happy 
land! But alas ! a different ſcene of things preſents 
itſelf to our view. Who can tell the evils we have 
to deplore? What ſwearing and blaſpheming is 
heard in every village! What lewdneſs and pro- 
faneneſs ſtalk unreproved through our ftreets |— 
What multitudes of perſons of both ſexes and of 
all ranks and conditions of life affect to deſpiſe re- 
ligion ! Yet notwithſtanding theſe many iniquities, 
which teſtify againſt us, God has not only defended 
us from our enemies, but exalted us to honour and 
Fa. How glorious then would be our con- 
dition, 


E 
dition, if pure and undefiled religion were Preva» 


lent in every part of the nation! No enemy : 


would. dare to lift up his hand againſt us; , neigh, 
bouring ſtates would ſeek our alliance ; -God would 
power down the choiceſt of his favours upon us; 


and our name would remain amongſt the poſte- 


rities, chat ſhould be bleſfed. 


Bur when we contemplate the dnn af other 


kingdoms, we may well tremble for the fate of 
England. The ſeeds of deſtruction ſeem as deeply 
ſown in the boſom of a nation, as in the human 
conſtitution. The one is ſcarcely more aftected 
by old age than the other by unbounded proſpe- 
rity. Both of them after they have paſſed a cer- 
tain limit, tend naturally to decay. Such indeed 


is the fate of ſublunary objects! all things here 


are in a fluctuating ſlate. Age ſucceeds age. 
States and empires riſe up, and flouriſh a little 
time, and then ſink into darkneſs and oblivion. 


How ſhall we account for ſuch changes ? It 
would ſeem, that great proſperity gives birth to 
thoſe luxurics and pleaſures, which deprave the mo- 
ral character, enervate the arm of national power, 
and in time impoveriſh and diſgrace a land. Or, 


perhaps, God withdraws thoſe favours, which he 


ſees received with ingratitude, and abuſed to the 


vileſt purpoſes. Or he may with to teach us, that 


pride was made neither for nations nor individuals, 
and that in the plenitude of proſperity and power 
we ſhould contemplate the fate of other kingdoms, 

which, 
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Wich, though once exalted to the higheſt vince 
of renown and greatneſs, are fallen ſo low, that no 
traces of their exiſtence, ſave in * —_— of hiſ- 
tory, can any where be found. 


Tnus it pleaſes the Almighty to ſtain the pride 
of human glory. England ſhall have her day. Like 
other nations, I fear ſhe muſt have her fall too. 
What reaſon have we to think, that her fate ſha}l 
be different from that of former empires? We may 
never, I truſt we never ſhall, live to ſee the day.of 
England's ruin. Let us not haſten it by our fins, 
our love of pleaſure, our forgetfulneſs of God ;— 
and, ſeeing how ſtates and empires paſs away, let 
us ſeek that kingdom, which will know no revoly- 
tion, where © our ſun ſhall no more go down, nei- 
te ther- our moon withdraw itſelf,” where we ſhall 
hear © the voice of a great multitude, as the voice 
* of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thun- 
« ders, ſaying, hallelujah ; for the Lord God Om. 
** nipotent reigneth,” ? 
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